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THIS YEAR’S 
VENYU TRIPLE-S 
KEPT EVERYBODY 
GUESSING… THE 
RUN OF WIND 
IN THE WEEKS 
APPROACHING THE 
EVENT HAD BEEN 
UNSEASONABLY 
POOR, AND THE 
CHARTS LOOKING 
STUBBORNLY SET 
FOR THE DURATION 
OF THE EVENT. 
SURELY THIS 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
EVENT WOULDN’T 
BE THE FIRST 
TRIPLE-S TO BE 
CANNED DUE 
TO NO WIND?! 
THANKFULLY IT 
TURNS OUT THAT 
THE BIG GUY 
UPSTAIRS MUST DIG 
RAILS BECAUSE –  
ON THE LAST DAY  
OF THE EVENT –  
HE TURNED THE 
WIND ON �

Words: Brian Wheeler

Ten years ago the sport of 

kiteboarding took a turn for the 

better. It wasn’t that it was going 

in the wrong direction or anything 

like that. It just hadn’t realized its 

full potential yet. That all changed 

when Venyu Triple-S Invitational 

co-founders, Jason Slezak and Trip 

Forman, set out to bring together 

likeminded pros from around the 

world to push the limits of the 

sport.

Ten years later the event is still 

driving the sport, and countless 

athletes around the world, in an 

exciting direction – one that has 

garnered major, industry-wide 

steam. Like a fine wine, the Triple-

S’s maturation over the years 

has resulted in a well-earned 

reputation. What started as a small 

group of friends shredding together 

in the world-class flatwater and 

surf that Cape Hatteras is notorious 

for, has since turned into the most 

prestigious invite-only kiting event 

on the planet. Big name athletes 

come together each spring from all 

over the world to ride in a laid-back 

and progressive atmosphere while 

competing for $40,000. And with 

the Triple-S (Surf, Slicks and Sliders) 

consolidated this year into one 

discipline (Sliders), the top athletes 

were fighting it out for bigger 

checks than ever.
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In 2008, organizers introduced a video 

wildcard contest, where outsiders could 

prove their worth on screen and gain a 

coveted invite to the annual event. That 

first year, Aaron Hadlow scored a ticket 

to compete, and ever since, the field of 

video entries grows year after year. In 2010, 

organizers opened the invite process one 

step further, introducing an annual Venyu 

Triple-S Open, which takes place the day 

before the Invitational’s opening ceremony 

and autograph session. 

This year’s event hit a major milestone, 

as several kiters who submitted video 

wildcards but didn’t score top honors 

flocked to Cape Hatteras for one last 

chance to earn entrance to the main 

event. 
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TENSE TIMES

In the build up to the main event the 

week delivered light winds, with not quite 

enough to run the comp in the early part 

of the week. With the downtime, riders 

logged lots of time in the surf, on the 

beach, and shredding the REAL Slider Park 

while towed by PWC. The nights were 

filled with incredible bands, parties, and 

the Sunset Swim runway charity event, 

a non-profit swimsuit fashion show that 

raises money for Athletes4Cancer. In the 

end, over $13,000 was raised that will go 

towards helping cancer survivors and their 

families. 

Aside from the beautiful women strutting 

down the catwalk, a highlight of the 

evening activities was the live auction, 

where Hadlow offered up the board he 

won the King of the Air on this year. It 

fetched a pretty penny: $2,500. Additionally, 

the Masters division riders – Andre Phillip, 

Jason Slezak, Davey Blair, and Joby Cook 

– joined a pack of musicians up on stage 

for a special performance of the “Triple-S 

Blues.” Overall, it was a magical night, as 

most evenings at this event usually are.

With a meager forecast looming on 

Thursday doubts began to set in, but 

then a solid outlook materialized pretty 

much from nowhere the night before the 

final day of the Venyu Triple-S… When 

Friday morning rolled around, it was 

finally on! The contest kicked off early, 

and featured a new format: multi-

park slopestyle. Had there been more 

wind throughout the week, the format 

would have been dual-park freeride for 

everything leading up to the slopestyle 

finals. With the need to run the whole 

competition in one day, however, 

organizers prepared a contingency 

plan that would ensure the most time 

on the water for riders, along with the 

most accurate result, so the multi-park 

slopestyle format was born. 

In the end, it worked out incredibly well.  

As riders worked their way through the 

REAL Slider Park, judges scored each rider’s 

top tricks on each of the five features, 

which then fed into their 

overall score. Park one featured the North 

Rooftop Rail and KOA Kicker, while park 

two offered the Liquid Force Reverse 

Rainbow Rail and Best Super Kicker. Park 

three was last, and featured the 82-foot-

long John Wayne Cancer Foundation 

A-frame rail.  By day’s end, everyone had 

three tries on each feature, with their top 

score counting. The action was nothing 

short of spectacular, as men and women 

threw down a slew of stylish inverts and 

spins off of the kickers, and demonstrated 

their world-class skills on the rails. And 

when the score sheets were settled, 

Colleen Carroll came out on 

top for the women, and Sam 

Light made history 

by taking the top 

slot for the third 

year in a 

row…

AN OPEN PLATFORM
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TEN YEAR�S ON

Without a doubt, the Venyu Triple-S 

has evolved from year to year. In fact, 

the event’s evolution parallels that of 

REAL Watersports, which Trip Forman 

is a co-founder of (and where Jason 

Slezak taught kiteboarding for a number 

of years.) REAL began as a small 

kiteboarding shop, about the size of a 

one-story house, in Cape Hatteras, North 

Carolina, USA. Today, you would not 

recognize the place at all, as the 4-acre 

plot that was once nearly empty, now 

features a 21,000 square-foot shop and 

school, four-story luxury condo complex, 

Waterman’s Bar & Grill, a private grassy 

launch area with air hoses to effortlessly 

fill your kite, and a lot more. Catering to 

everyone from surfers and families to 

Wall Street big wigs and A-list celebrities, 

REAL has become a 5-star kiting 

destination. 

AND OVER THE YEARS, 
THEY’VE TAUGHT 
UPWARDS OF 50,000 
PEOPLE HOW TO 
KITEBOARD �

The Venyu Triple-S has become pretty 

epic too, growing in just about every way 

imaginable. The caliber of the features in 

the REAL Slider Park is now world class, 

which has enabled riders to evolve their 

skills more rapidly than ever before. The 

scoring has morphed from being rider 

judged at week’s end to there being a 

panel of judges assessing the technical 

merits of each trick performed. To 

celebrate a decade of heritage, organizers 

went all-in on the Slider discipline this 

year. What that means for next year, 

only time will tell. But to get a glimpse of 

what may be in store, we turned to REAL 

Watersports co-founder, Trip Forman, 

with a little Q&A.
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Q� How did the Venyu Triple-S begin?

TRIP� This event started in the wake of the Red Bull, fly-to 

King of the Air qualifiers that we hosted in 2003, 2004 and 2005. 

And then when Red Bull cancelled the King of the Air, we had 

that time slot open for an event. And so we worked together 

with Sleazy to come up with a first-year grass-roots event, 

based around park riding, and having a like-minded group of 

riders come here, and basically seeing what they could do 

with the sport. 

Q�What is the future of this event?

TRIP� With any event it’s important to keep things 

fresh and new – not have it become stagnant and the same. 

Obviously, we don’t want to change it away from what people 

like, but it’s always nice to introduce things to the competitors 

and the spectators that they don’t even know that they like 

yet. So when we did the original Triple-S, nobody knew that 

they wanted the Triple-S. And we did it, and look at what it’s 

become. Over the course of the ten years, the event has never 

been the same, year to year. There has always been new 

park features or a new format, or new discipline awards, or like 

this year, an all-in format with one discipline. Looking to next 

year, we have the option to stay all-in sliders or whether to go 

back to the original format. And that’s going to involve looking 

a lot at what happened this year, and talking with key riders 

and finding out what they like, what they want to do. And, 

we need a title sponsor. We were in a three-year agreement 

with Venyu to be the title sponsor, and this is the third of three 

years. It’s been a great partnership together with Venyu. They 

have helped us build the event and allow us to do what we 

wanted with the event, and at the same time, obviously, they 

were getting their branding on the event. That contract expires 

this year and we are going to miss Venyu because they are a 

great partner. If we can get them to sign on for another three 

years, that would be great! But if not, we are looking towards 

working with a new partner with the event to again help us 

take it to the next level.

Q�What is your most memorable moment from the 
past 10 years?

TRIP� I would have to say the most exciting memory 

is this year’s event going six days with no wind, and then 

having the ability to complete it on the last day with really 

good conditions! That was a nail-biter, having pretty marginal 

conditions that long, especially this time of year. Usually this 

time of year it’s world-famous for there being wind every 

single day. To have very spotty wind for six days and then all of 

a sudden having a surprise forecast – at eight o’clock at night 

– which then turned into being a reality! Of all 10 years, that’s 

definitely the most exciting moment…
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MEN�S

1st Place ($12,000) – Sam Light UK

2nd Place ($7,500) – Billy Parker USA

3rd Place ($5,000) – Brandon Scheid USA

4th Place ($3,000) – James Boulding UK

5th Place ($2,000) – Christophe Tack BEL

WOMEN�S

1st Place ($4,000) – Colleen Carroll USA

2nd Place ($2,500) – Sensi Graves USA

3rd Place ($1,000) – Victoria Soloveykina RUS

MASTER�S

1st Place ($1,000) – Andre Phillip ATG

2nd Place – Jason Slezak USA

3rd Place – Davey Blair USA

Rookie of the Year Award ($1,000) –  

Christophe Tack BEL

Best Session Award ($1,000) –  

Billy Parker USA

Slickstyle Attitude Award (Prize Pack) –  

Artem Garashchenko RUS

Best Wipeout (Prize Pack) –  

Craig Cunningham CAN
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